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Longitudinal Data Systems

Purpose: ability to use student- and staff-level
longitudinal data to evaluate programs, policies and
practices and determine where, when and with whom
Interventions are needed.

®
©
I e S NATIONAL CENTER for
EDUCATION STATISTICS - P
. . . 4



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Longitudinal Data Systems

With student-level enrollment, demographic and program participation
information, policymakers and educators will know, on a systemic level:

« The relationship between career and technical education participation and
postsecondary enrollment (type, degree/certification, concentration/area).

« The relationship between participation in various federal program areas (CTE,
Special Education, Title I, Bilingual/English Language Learners) at the same
time and education outcomes.

Early warning indicator systems

» Use key variables (attendance, discipline, demographic and performance data)
to identify students at risk of dropping out and/or graduating without being
college/career ready — can analyze by student, program area, grade level,
school and/or district

* Don't limit to Grades 9-12. Start in elementary school!

« Warning about both potential to dropout and to graduate unprepared for career
& college
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America COMPETES Act

With respect to preschool through grade 12 education and postsecondary education:

— A unique statewide student identifier that does not permit a student to be individually identified by users of the system
(except as allowed by Federal and State law)

— Student-level enrollment, demographic, and program participation information

— Student-level information about the points at which students exit, transfer in, transfer out, drop out, or complete P-16
education programs

— The capacity to communicate with higher education data systems
— A State data audit system assessing data quality, validity, and reliability

With respect to preschool through grade 12 education:

— Yearly test records of individual students with respect to assessments under section 1111(b) of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965

— Information on students not tested, by grade and subject

— A teacher identifier system with the ability to match teachers to students

— Student-level transcript information, including information on courses completed and grades earned
— Student-level college readiness test scores

With respect to postsecondary education:

— Data that provide information regarding the extent to which students transition successfully from secondary school to
postsecondary education, including whether students enroll in remedial coursework

— Data that provide other information determined necessary to address alignment and adequate preparation for success
in postsecondary education
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

State and Local Education Agency Systems

« The data in the state system is only as good as the data in the local
student information system

« Best to coordinate efforts on data collection, definition, access and use
between LEA and SEA to ensure
— Highest data quality
— Reduction of data collection burden and duplication
— Economies of scale between LEAs and SEA
— Appropriate and timely access and use of data

« SEAs and LEAS need a sound data governance system (policies,
processes, oversight committees, etc) to coordinate and address roles
and responsibilities of all key stakeholders at the state and local levels
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Longitudinal
« EDEN/EDFacts data to track
« other reporting requirements student
achievement,
teacher/staff
- Student data from LEAs o performance
« Teacher data from LEAs and from within SEA or State and colle
. e ;i ge or
Board of Educator Certification career
» Financial data for programs, grants readiness
» Data from Schools
« Student-level from co-ops, virtual schools, etc )
 Financial data by program area and other grants Co"t':': ous
* Detailed teacher data (may get some from schools) effort to
expand and
improve data
Enroliment _ systems over
scrool B Demographics time to meet
SN « Program Areas information
 Attendance needs
* Discipline
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Legislative Background

« Authorized in 2002 by the Education Sciences Reform Act
and the Educational Technical Assistance Act

 The grants are cooperative agreements — a form of grant in
which the federal government has a more active involvement
than in typical grants.
« 3to5 year awards of $1.5 to $9 million per State
— November 2005: 14 SEAs awarded over $52 million
— June 2007: 13 SEAs awarded over $62 million
— April 2009: 27 SEAs awarded over $150 million

— FYO09-ARRA grants will be 3 year awards at $2 to $20 million per
State
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Grantee States

B Crantes States
[ Mon Grantee States
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Goals of the Program

The long term goals of this program are to:

1) identify successful instructional programs, facilitate use of research
to improve instruction

2) determine whether graduates have knowledge and skills to
succeed in postsecondary education and the workforce

3) simplify the processes used by state education agencies to make
educational data transparent through local, state, and federal
reporting

4) support informed decision-making at all levels of the education
system

5) permit the generation and use of accurate and timely data.
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Vehicles Used to Manage, Assist Grantees

« Monthly call updates with grantee project directors

« Annual two day conference hosting at least two members from each
grantee’s project team

* Personnel Exchange Network program

« Longitudinal Data Systems presentations and optional grantee
meetings at two annual national data conferences (MIS Conference,
STATS DC Conference)

« SLDS Grantee Listserv

* Monthly “Webinar” discussions hosted by a grantee team for all
grantee recipients

« Document depository resource for sharing and distributing SLDS
related products and materials developed by the grantee states
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Vehicles Used to Manage, Assist (cont’d)

« SLDS program website with links to presentations from
relevant conferences, state web pages, and other related
resources

« Longitudinal Data Systems Handbook which is developed
through NCES'’s Forum on Education Statistics to synthesize
all major components of developing, implementing, and using
such systems

« Technical assistance provided to grantee states through
nonprofit organizations (e.g., technical assistance provided in
adopting XML data standards)
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MNMumber of FY06, FY07, and FY09 Grantees with
Pre-School Data Integrated in LDS, 2009
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Number of FY06, FY07, and FY09 Grantees with
Special Education Data Integrated in LDS, 2009

21

Operational

Mot Begun - 5
Mot Planned . 3
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Number of FY06, FY07, and FY09 Grantees with
Post-Secondary Data Integrated in LDS, 2009

Operational - 4

1

40
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Number of FY06, FY07, and FY09 Grantees with
Labor Workforce Data Integrated in LDS, 2009

Operational —h 4

In Progress
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Successful Strategies Identified through the

Program

* “Notjust an IT project” - High quality SEA IT staff working
closely with state program offices

« “Communicate up and out” - Effective communications about
the project to stakeholders

« “State managed, locally operated” - Formalized structures for
working closely with LEAs and other stakeholders on
designing, testing, and using SLDS and its portals

 “Who's in charge” - Organized governance structure to
manage data ownership, decisions, and communications
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Issues Identified through the Program

* Privacy & Confidentiality — data access for organizations

« State procurement issues with grant implementation — often
takes longer than originally planned

« SEAs as facilitating organization — new role for state
collaboration

« Sustainability at the state level — impact of state economy
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Next Steps for SLDS

* RIsing interest among states to figure out how to build data
structures for seamless transfers of student records across

state lines

* Providing data access to research community and public
stakeholders
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Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems Grant Program
- Designing, Developing, Implementing, & Using Longitudinal Data Systems to Improve Student Learning
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GRANT PROGRA

Program Overview Program Overview

Standards and

P The Statewide
Guidelines Longitudinal i
Events Data System
(SLDS) Grant
Resources Program, as
LDS Share authorized by the
Educational
SRS Technical

Assistance Act of 2002, Title | of the statute that
created the Institute of Education Sciences (IES),
is designed to aid state education agencies in
developing and implementing longitudinal data
systems. These systems are intended to
enhance the ability of States to efficiently and
accurately manage. analyze, and use education
data, including individual student records. The data systems developed with
funds from these grants should help States, districts, schools, and teachers
make data-driven decisions to improve student leamning, as well as facilitate
research to increase student achievement and close achievement gaps.

Features Matrix

Grant Information

== Join Newsflash

& Contact

These competitive, cooperative agreement grants extend for three to five years
for up to nine million dollars per grantee. Grantees are obligated to submit
annual reports and a final report on the development and implementation of
their systems. All 50 States, five territories, and the District of Columbia are
eligible to apply. In November of 2005, the first year of the grant program, IES
awarded grants to 14 States. In June of 2007, |IES awarded grants to an
additional 12 States and the District of Columbia. In March of 2009, IES
awarded grants to 27 States.

Lessons learned and non-proprietary products/solutions developed by
recipients of these grants will be disseminated to aid other State and local
education agencies in the design, development, implementation, and use of
longitudinal data systems.

For more information on the Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems Grant
Program, contact Tate Gould or Emily Anthony at the National Center for
Education Statistics.

GHIGHLIGHTS
New! FY09 ARRA REA WebEx

MNCES will hold an informational
WebEx for the FY09 ARRA RFA on
August 27 (Presentation Now
Available), September 18, and
October 5.

Regquest for Applications—FY09
ARRA

The submission deadline for the
fourth round of Statewide

Longitudinal Data Systems Grantis
MNovember 19, 2009.

LDS Share

MCES developed a searchable
database of documents on creating
statewide longitudinal data
systems (SLDS) for states.
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Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems Grant Program
De=igning, Developing, implementing, & Using Longitudinal Data Systems o Improve Student Learmning

Program Owverview

Voluntary Standards
and Guidelines

Events

Presentations

Resources

Grantees

Grant Opportunities

Archives

== Join Mewsflash

B~ Contact

Grantee States

Fourteen States were awarded SLDS grants in Movember 2005 (FY 2006
Grantees), thirteen additional states were awarded grants in June 2007 (FY 2007
Grantees), and twenty seven additional states were awarded grants in March 2009
(FY% 2009 Grantees). A downloadable abstract of the three-year work each State is
planning to complete is provided. Also available are States” ariginal applications tao
the grant program, as redacted and published by the U.5. Department of
Education's Freedom of Information Act (FOLA) Office.

--Select a state - - -

B Crantee States
[ Mon Grantee States
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems Grant Program

Designing, Developing, Implementing, & Using Longitudina! Data Systems to Improve Student Learning

Features Summary FY08 and FY07 Grantees

The I[ES Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems (SLDS) Grant Program FEATURES SUMMARY reflects longitudinal
data system components being developed by each of the fourteen FY 2006 and thiteen FY 2007 grantees and
includes, but is not limited to, the components funded by the Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems Grant Program.
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Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems Grant Program
Designing, Developing, Impl ting, & Using Longitudina! Data Systems fo improve Student Learning

LDS Share

LDS Share is a dissemination venue for non-proprietary products and lessons learmed from longitudinal data
systems work conducted by state and local education agencies, including work funded by the SLDS Grant
Program. LDS Share is intended to facilitate sharing and collaboration among education agencies and the education
community in general, related to the design, development, implementation, use, and evaluation of longitudinal data
systems to leverage their impact on improving student leaming.

- Return to SLDS website

Select a category on the left to search LDS Share documents by topic or click the Search button to narrow your

search.
Project Management & »
Data Governance . ,
Title Entity/State Event Year
Data Access & Use »
Agreements, MOUs, and N
RFPs
LDS Warehouse »
Construction
System Implementation & »
Maintenance
Data Exchange & »
Interoperability

LDS Share allows education agencies and organizations to share documents, policies, and other products
developed in relation to the design, implementation, maintenance, and use of education longitudinal data systems.
These voluntarily submitted documents do not undergo the formal review required for products of the National Center
for Education Statistics (NCES). Neither NCES, nor the United States Government, nor any of their employees
makes any determination of the accuracy or completeness of the posted documents and do not endorse the
solutions or activities contained in them. Users are responsible for determining whether a document is appropriate
for their purposes. The information and opinions contained in the LDS Share documents do not necessarily
represent the policy or views of the U.S. Department of Education or the National Center for Education Statistics.

. . Submit LDS Share feedback to SLDS@ed gov.
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Questions?
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Contacts:

Nancy J. Smith, Ph.D.

Director, Longitudinal Data Systems Initiatives
National Center for Education Statistics
U.S. Department of Education
(202) 502.7360
Nancy.Smith@ed.gov

SLDS Website:
http://nces.ed.gov/Programs/SIL.DS/
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http://nces.ed.gov/Programs/SLDS/grant_opportunities.asp
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